NOTES

technical knowledge and the interests of a scientist, yet he
always avoids becoming academic, and the result is a
narrative that is full of verve and interest for the average
reader of travel books.
>. 134,1. ii.    Wheeler ; described by the author in an earlier

chapter as " my colleague and superior in the work."
1. 29.   King George: i.e. George V.

P. I35> 1- X5- ^ whaly B.O. : the initials stand for "body
odour.5'

P* I37> 1. 31- Th* sword ofSaladin : Saladin was the Saracen
king and opponent of Richard I. It is said that his
scimitar had so keen an edge that when he rested a cushion
on it and then drew the sword from beneath, the cushion
was cut in two.

P. 139,1. 27. ^Leviathan : a fabulous sea-monster of immense
size mentioned several times in the Old Testament, e.g.
Job xli. i-io, Psalms Ixxiv. 14, civ. 26.

P. 144,1. 16.   Fand I: a Norwegian oath meaning Devil!

To the Barrier

Biographical note on author : see above, page 210. On
November 23, 1935, Lincoln Ellsworth, an American air-
man, took off from Dundee Island, a bare, snow-covered
rock at the extreme tip of the peninsula of Graham Land,
to fly the uncharted Atlantic- wastes to " Little America,"
the base camp of Admiral Byrd at the extremity of the
Ross Sea. The distance was over two thousand miles.
For the first eight hours of his flight his radio signals were
picked up by Sir Hubert Wilkins on board the " Wyatt
Earp," the ship on which his party had come to Graham
Land and from which Ellsworth had commenced his
flight. After that all communication ceased. Ellsworth
was presumed lost and search parties were sent out. The
ship " Discovery II," on which Ommaney was^an officer,
set out for Melbourne to join in the search, equipped with
two aeroplanes, a small Moth, and a large American
bomber. The extract printed here tells the story of one
part of the search. Finally Ellsworth and his companion,
Hollick Kenyon, were found. Their petrol supply had
given out and they had made a forced landing, living for
four weeks in ByroVs snow-covered hut.
P. 150,11. 5-6. Scott, Amundsen, and Shackleton: all previous

explorers of the Antarctic regions.
L 37.   Admiral  Byrd;   Rear-Admiral  Richard  E.   Byrd,
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